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duty—they have an cxcellent field in which
to operate and they have a tremendous
amount of work t¢ do—namely, to educate
the people to love one another and to do
unto all men as they would they should do
unto them, then I think they can safely
leave the rest of the government of the
country to those who like to take part in
polities. T hope that clerics for the future
will stand entirely clear of all political
matters.

On motion by Hon, E. H. H. Hall, debate
edjourned.

House adjourncd at 5.10 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 1.30
n.n., und read prayers,

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the
return of a writ for the vacaney in the BEast
Perth clectorate caused by the resignation
of Thomas John Hughes, showing that
Herbert Emst Graham has been duly
¢lected. I am prepared to swear-in the
hon. member.

Mr. Graham took and subscribed the oath
and signed the roll.

QUESTIONS (3).
FISH SUPPLIES AND PRICES.

As to Perth Herring, ele.

Mr. WATTS asked the DMMinister for
the North-West: 1, Can he now satisfac-
lorily answer my question asked on the
3rd March, 1943, regarding the minimum
length and age of Perth herring when it

first spawns and the weights at the lengths
then specified? 2, Is it not a fact (a) That
the increased production desired as stated
by the Chief Inspector of Fisheries on the
20th July, 1943, if procured from the south-
ern and western coastal rivers and estuaries
south of Perth, will prejudice the future
supplies from those sources? (b} That it
will cause further wholesale depletion of
mature fish or those able to reproduce their
species?  (¢) That these waters, or some of
them, are already seriously depleted? 3, Does
he consider that the existing wholesale
prices of fish are cxorbitant and are indue-
ing the excessive exploitation of these
waters, including closed waters, irrespective
of the additional cxploitation proposed for
canning purposes? 4, Is he prepared to
take immediate action to have the wholesale
prices of fish in Western Australia con-
trolled and, if so, does he consider the prices
wuling, say, in December, 1941, would be
fair? 5, Does he consider it desirable to
close to all netting additional eoastal and
estuary waters so as to permit the free
ingress of mature fish to the southern rivers
and estuaries this coming spring, say,
between the 1st October and the 30th Novem-
ber, 19437 6, If not, does he not consider
that there will be o further depletion of loeal
fish supplies for food for the immediate
benefit and profit of a few? 7, Will he
take steps to resist further Federal eontrol
of loeal fishing and fish products and, if
not, why not?

The MINTISTER replied: 1, In view of
the value of Perth herring as a canning
proposition, the investigntion of its life-
history is now being undertzken by officers
of the local branch of the Division of Fish-
cries of the Council for Scientific and In-
dustrial Research. This investigation is
being placed at the head of the list of im-
portance, and it is hoped that the Common-
wealth officers will at an early date be able
to throw light on this important question.
2, () No. (b) No. (e) No. 3, The whole-
sale prices of fish are those secured st aune-
tion, and are regulated purely in accordance
with supply and demand. There is no ex-
cessive exploitation of our waters, nor is
there likely to be while the numbers of
fishermen remaining in the industry con-
tinue at their present low level. 4, Action
in’ this direction is already eontemplated by
the Commonwealth Priees Commissioner,
5, No. £, No. 7, Control measures instituted
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hy the Commonweslth Government relate
purcly to the co-ordination of activities so
as to cnsure a maximum of effort with a
minimum of manpower, and althongh this
will involve the control of wasteful methods
of fishing, the general administration of
fisheries will remain a State funetion,

VERMIN DESTRUCTION,
As to Strychnine Supplies.

Mr. SEWARD agked the Minister for
Agrienlture: 1, Ts he aware that in numerous
instanees road boards are unable to seeure
strychnine, or where able to get any, obtain
it in wholly inadequate quantities? 2, 1Is
he aware that when replying fo requests
made by a Country Party depntation on
the 15th April last the Under Secretary for
Agriculture assured the deputation that
6,000 oz. of strychnine were then available
in the State against a normal annnal require-
ment of 4,000 02,9 3, If the Under Seere-
tary’s statement wns correct, what is pre-
venting the distribution of the poison to
road boards? 4, Will he take immediate
steps to have supplies of strychnine sent
out to all road hoards that require them in
bulk, if a shortage of botiles makes that
form of distribution necessary? 5, Will he
also take steps to ensure that the price
charged to the consumer does not exceed
the price roling when the supplies mentioned
by the Under Sceretary for Agrienlture
were received? .

The MINISTER replied: 1, 2, and 3, Six
thousand ounces of strychnine have been dis-
tribated zlmost wholly to Vermin Boards
sinee April 15th. Reeent inquiries indi-
cated that some hoards have purchased in
exeess of requirements, which may mean
other boards are unable to obtain smpplies,
Steps have been taken mow to issue further
supplies on a pro rata basis. Annual re-
quirements of strychnine for Vermin Boards
-—owing to inerease of vermin—now esii-
mated at 8,000 ounces. 4, Vermin Boards
seldom require sirychnine in bulk, but can
obtain strychnine in this form if desired
when stocks permit. 5, The wholesale price
of strychnine is governed by the Common-
wealth Prices Office.

TIMBER SUFPPLIES.
Ajs to Protecting Millers’ Rights.

Mr, SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Forests: Will he take the necessary steps
to ensure that hefore distriet timber rights

sre disregarded consideration will be ex-
tended to those already engaged in timber-
milling and eutting work in bush arcas?

The MINISTER replied: It bas always
been the policy of the Forests Department
to provide, as far as pessible, for continnity
of milling operations in forest areas where
the personnel have been employed for a
number of years, and so retain these forest
eommunities which are essential to the hfe
of the industry. In no other way could
stabilisation of the timber industry, so
important to the wclfare of the Stnte, be
cffected. Areas have been kept in reserve
s0 that when an existing permit is eut out
further cutting rights can be auctioned with
a view to maintaining the output, and the
industry in the distriet. It is undesirable to
gell in a time of high demand a lot of cut-
ting rights which wounld later cause an
excess cut, and dislocation of the timber in-
dustry, owing to floctuations in the trade.
Following an expression of opinion by the
House, the Forests Department has sub-
mitted for sale five areas without restriet-
ing them to mills established or to be estab-
lished in the localities coneerned,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day—Conclusion.
Debate resumed from the 12th August.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) [4.41]: At
the outset I wish to congratulate the new
member for East Perth, and I think I am
voiecing the sentiments of every member in
weleoming him to this Assembly. The chief
merit in the Speech delivered by His Exeel-
lency the Lieut.-Governor lay in the refer-
ence to ihe successes of the Allies in the
war. Sinee the heginning of the year our
successes have been almost phenomenal; in
the last 12 months the picture has changed
tremendously.  The Germans have heen
thrown out of Egypt and Tunisia and the
Italians have gone from Sicily. It would
almost seem that the naval war in Europe
is over; the Mediterranean is practically ours
once more, which will have far-reaching
effects for Australia. Then we have the
statement of the Prime Minister of Austra-
lia econtaining the -assarance—perhaps in
one sense it was rather tactlessly given—
that the risk to Australia of an invasion by
the Japanese was a thing of the past. T
feel that the passing of the risk, which he
claims has left us, was in no small measure
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due to the wonderful exploits of the British
Navy in clearing the Mediterranean, though
I am not losing sight of the fact that our
boys in the Pacific Islands, together with
our Allies, the troops of the United States
of America, have contributed materially to
the improvement in the pesition.

The job confronting our boys in the
Pacific Islands is a colossal one. Not only
have they to contend with heat, dense jungle
and flooded rivers; in New Guinea and the
Solomon Islands, both of which paris I have
visited, they have to contend with the
seourge of walaria. This is a disease that
must be regarded very seriously. Person-
ally I cannot see how one solitary soldier
serving in those parts can possibly escape
infection by mosquitoes. We have a malarial-
.carrying mosquite in the novihern parts of
Australia, including the North-West and, if
they become infected with the virulent form
of malaria introduced by stricken soldiers,
there is a serious danger of malaria spread-
ing in the more southern portions of the
continent. We are all aware how easily in-
sects cntirely foreign to Australia can be
introdnced and how their depredations have
to a large extent nullified our efforts. There-
fore T maiutain that we should do all in our
power to impress upen the Commonwealth
the absolute need for taking all steps to
prevent any spread of malarial infection.
In saving this [ am not speaking without
knowledze. Apart from the member for
Wagin, I am probably one of the few mem-
bers of this House who have had dose after
dose of malaria, and [ can bear testimony
to the manner in which it lays a man aside
for months and weakens his physique.

It is pleasing to find that the Japancse
have been driven out of the Aleulian
Islands. Those who were on the island of
Kiska appear to have run away. There
has been a feeling amongst our people that
the Japanese soldiers do not fear death and
do not run away, and that each one of them
has to be dug out of his foxhole and killed.
Having lived amongst those people I know
that that impression is not correet. If we
keep on hammering them as we have heen
doing T believe they will run just as anyone
else would. I am pleaséd that they ran away
from the last of the oceupied islands in the
Aleutians bhefore our soldiers got there.
They apparently made good their escape
under cover of fog, after having been heavily
bombed. This fact is of great importanee
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from the point of view of Allied morale. 1t
would be highly dangerous if our minds
became imbued with the idea that the enemy
is not afraid of death. I believe the Japan-
ese are now showing that they can be just
as much afraid as anyone else.

Of the armies of Japan I hold the view
that once we have bhroken through the erust
of training and education they have re-
cetved, we shall find that with them feayr is
just as mueh a natural instinet ag it is with
anyone else. It is our business to make
them run and, ones we have got them run-
ning, it is our husiness to keep them run-
ning, and not draw any silly lines beyond
which our soldiers may not be used. If we
refrain from keeping them running, the
enemy will gel a respite and return to the
attack. So I say the veference in the Speech
to Allied sucecesses was highly gratifying. If
I were given to prophecy, as is the member
for Canning, I would say that we are not
likely to meet much opposition from the
Italians.

Possibly by the end of another month
we shall find the Italians out of the
war, and I helieve that before the end of
the year Germany will eruck as she inevit-
ably must do under the pressure by Russia
and the pressure of an Allied fromt in
Europe. It was Bismarck who said that
Germany could not fight on two frents at
once, but it seems that she will have to fight
not only on the Russian front, but alse in
Italy and in Franee. I am hopeful that by
the end of this year marked changes in the
war position will have ocecurved. Being of
a selfish dispesition, | naturally hope that we
shall re-take Singapore, because I am [ed up
with being poor. T think that by the elose
of this year we will sec the end of the war.

In his usual efficient manner the member
for Mt. Magnet touched the other day on the
subjeet of population. He was very in-
teresting and stressed the need for popu-
lating Australia and this State in particular.
I agree with everything he said. If we
desire to maintain our White Australia
policy, we must bring people here so that
we can cope with the teeming multitudes
of the Far East. T do not think the figures
quoted by the member for Mt. Magnet were
quite right, but the numbers of these people
are so enormous that a slight crror one way
or the other hardly affeets the position. In
our isolation it behoves us, as the single
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white nation in the Pacifle, to encourage
people to enter Augtralia in such numbers
ns to enable us to eontinne our White Ans-
tralia policy, so that we may be protected
against serious danger of invasion, Just
imagine our position had Ameriea not joined
in this war with us! You, Mr. Speaker,
would not mow be siiting in your Chair,
nor would I be standing in my place here,
had the Japanese left Pearl Harbour alone
and allowed Ameriea to continue fighting its
isolationist policy while we were at war.
At that time I do not think Australia would
hive lasted 14 days. That fact alone was
sufficient justification for the remarks of
the member for Mt. Magnet.

1t is all very well to bring people to this
State in hundreds and thousands, but they
must have something to come to, In the
past, people were brought to the State indis-
criminately, They were placed on group
settlements, such as the Pcel Estate and the
Victorian Mallee. Those unfertunate people
did not have a hope from the word go.
They amassed debts which it was impossible
for the land to earry and they paid stagger-
ing interest bills. Naturally, they longed
to return to their homeland, as I would
have done had I been in their position. In
their jnsolvent state they realised they would
have been better off had they remained at
home. Therefore, in bringing people to
settle in this State let us be sensible. Let
us see to ii, if they ave to he put on the
land, that things will be prepared for them
in such a way as to give them a sporting
¢hance. I have attended meetings in the
country where people have said that no man,
whether he be a returned soldier, an immi-
grant or a civilian, should be placed on the
land unless the priee of the commodity which
he intends to produce is fixed at a figure
that will amply cover the cost of produc-
tion and leave a margin of profit for him-
self, What is wrong with that? Why should
not that be so?

Settlers are tired of having costs passed
on to them by the eity. The practice i
simply to add these additional costs to the
invoice for the man on the Jand to pay. We
must make settlement here at least as
attractive for people ss are the conditions
prevailing in their homeland. TIf we are not
prepered to do that, then we should give
up the whole thing and say Australia is
not worth while. However, we realise the
potentialities of our State and know that,
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if we attract the right type of settler, we
shall pot only be helped in defence matters
but our general progress will be stimulated.
Wae must, however, give these proposed set-
tlers a chance to make good. I maintain
that the settlers placed on the Peel Estate
should have been allowed to stay there.
Their debts should have been entirely written
off. They would then have been in a posi-
fion to receive the results of their labours,
and the products garnered from the estate
would, in the long run, have repaid the debts
written off. We lost those seftlers, we lost
population and we lost onr money. We would
not have done so had they beech given a
reasonable chance.

I lived for years in the Far East in the:
heat and sweat, as did many others. We-
would not have done so had it not been
worth our while to go there. It was made:
worth our while and so we went. The same:-
thing applies to Australia. Make the con~
ditions attractive and people will come here,
I am not above bringing German settlers to
this country. I would rather bave people
of the Nordic race from Northern Eorope
as immigrants than anybody else. Germans
and Scandinavians make excellent settlers,
Furthermore, when they settle here they
marry and the first generation, notwith-
standing that it bears a German or a Scan-
dinavian name, is Australian at heart. That
is beeause Auvstralia is their home. Members
must have noticed in the Press meny strange
names of men fighting with the Americans
against Germany, names which point to
German ancestors. These men are fighting
against Germany, not because they are Ger-
mans but because they are American eiti-
zens. The same thing applies here.

Many men in our own Forces bear names
which show that they are of German extrae-
tion. They are only too glad to fight for
Australia, their homeland. If we encourzged
more of such people to settle here we would
reduce the likelihood of war. Some people
have been agitating that Italions settled im
Australia should be repatriated to their owm
eountry. I do not hold with that. Those:
people have seftled in Australia, have mar-.
ried and had children, many of whom are
in our Fighting Forces, On the other hand,
if it ean be proved that any Ttalian has:
worked against our inferests during this war,
if it ean be proved that he belongs to some
Black Shirt organisation, then I wounld eon-
fiseate his property and send him baek to
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his own eountry. Let him go elsewhere and
fight for Fascism, or any other “ism.”
But that is not the ecase with the
ordinary Italian. 1Is it right that Italians
whom we have naturalised, and whose
childrer are fighting in  our Forees,
should be sent baek to Italy merely beecause
they are Italians? There arc many ordinary
Ttalians, as you are aware, Mr. Speaker, in
Fremantle who arc engaged in the fishing
industry. They did not know that a war
would break out; and they probably were
totally unaware that the present conflict
would oceur.

Mr. J. Hegney: Most of them are non-
Fascists,

Mr. BERRY: Yes. ] recently heard a
clamour—unfortunately at a returned sol-
diers' mecting—for legislation to prevent
Italians from engaging in fishing. If they
are stopped the Australian people will not
engage in the industry, not because the Aus-
{ralians are idle but beeause the business
is not sufficiently vemunerative. They earn
a pittance. They struggle on and do a job
which you and I, Myr. Speaker, would not
seriously entertain beeause the living is so
precarious. A man may make £20 in onc
day catehing some variety of fish, and then
sit on a chair in some little house on the
beach and wait ten dauys and not get oul
at all.

My, Marshall: Australians have taken on
farming but 1 do not know that they have
made much out of it.

Mr. BERRY: 1 took on farming and 1
made a lot out of it—for someone else! 1
agree with remarks that have been made
ahout the need for population. 1 know it
will be said that that is a Commonwealth
matter, but I think we should voice onr
opinions here and make every cffort to sce
that the Commonwealth Government en-
deavours to do the things I happened to
read the other day it infended doing. I
trust it will meet with suecess. There is no
question about the resources of this ecoun-
try.

We have resources in the North-West at
Yampi Sound which are & danger te us.
There we have idle iron which eountries of
the Far Bast, like Japan, are bungry for,
and which they are going to Malaya to
scrateh for when it is here in millions of
tons. They could more or less ship it off the
walls of the cliff into the hold of a boat.
What have we done with it? It has lain
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idle for years and has been a definite threat
to every man, woman and child in Austra-
lia. Let us bring people here. Let us make
Australia what it should he—a country equal
to the United States. We may not have
quite the same resources here as the United
States possesses but we have infinite re-
sources which, coupled with what New
Guinea possesses, lead one to the conviction
that we bave as many resources as has any
other country. When I was in New Guinea
in 1912 there was talk of oil being dis-
covered in the basin of the Fly River. In
those days if you talked to people about
oil they said it existed in New Guinea. )i
it does why have we not got it? In the
Year Book reference will be found te the
existence of oil. Has somebody been paid
to sce that these deposits should be ne more
than deposits? If so, I cougratulate the
Labour (Government on its sweeping victory
last Saturday because I believe that if the
oil is there the Labour Government will see
that il comes out,

I pass from that subject to one which is
of very great importance lo us in this State.
I refer to housing, Members will observe
that the Lieut.-Governor's Speech refers to
legislation being brought forward in re-
gard to this matter. I do not know what
the legislation is but I hope it will provide
for actual aceommodation rather than for
fair rents. When speaking on the Address-
in-reply the member for York referred to
this matter and dealt with the question of
rents. But rent is not the problem today.
If one goes on Friday morning to the loeal
court one can see exactly what the problem
18. I do not know how many members have
been there. I think the member for Perth
knows all about it and probably the mem-
her for Maylands.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I have been there
several {imes.

AMr. BERRY: Then the hon. member
knows what I mean. On Friday morning
50 or 60 people can be seen appearing be-
fore n  harassed magistraie to appeal
against evictions or to appeal for evictions.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: For repossession!

Mr. BERRY: Yes. It is absolutely de-
moralising and it is made more so when one
realises from inquiries that the ereetion of
about 50¢ bouses in the metropolitan areas
of Western Australia would solve the prob-
lem.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Five thonsand!
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Mr. BERRY: 1 have been told on very
good authority that the erection of 500
bhouses would put the matter right, bnt I
do not mind if the figure is 5000, However,
500 was the Hrure given to me by a respon-
sible person,

Hon. W, D. Johnson: He did not know the
extent of the problem.

Mr: BERRY: There is no way of dver-
coming this problem execept hy huilding
houses, The New Zealand Government has
been fully alive to the situation. It has had
a building eommission of some sort in ex-
istence for nearly 20 years and the pro-
eramme there this year envisages the build-
ing of 1,200 houses. I do not know what
the rents are. I was told they are high but
T cannot believe that, because the programme
of building continues.

Mr. Perkins: Are the houses allotted on an
ownership or on a rental basis?

Mr. BERRY: On a rvontal basis.

Mz, Perkins: That is what I was critieis-
ing.

Mr. BERRY : I amn not criticising the hon,
member for his eriticism. The point is that
it is not the rental basis that worries us
today but the fact that there is nothing to
rent. The rent conld be made £100,000 2
weelk. That would make no difference if there
were no houses to rent. If the statement of
the Prime Minister is correct—and there is
no reason to doubt it—namely that the same
donger does not faee us as that with which
we were faced previously, why eannot people
who are able to build houses be withdrawn
from the Army to build them? Why cannot
we build weatherboard houses if necessary?
We turn our faces sedulously away from
weatherboard houses but T understand that
in the United States people go in for noth-
ing else. Tf weatherboard houses are pro-
perly cared for and painted what is wrong
with them?

Tlon. W. D. Johnson: New Zealand is
huilding them.

Mr. BERRY: I did not know that. We
have the material here. Tf we were to make
an exhaustive inquiry into the manpower
sifuation we would find that earpenters are
busy pulling down this wall or putting up
that wall, merely at the whim of some young
oflicer. An inmense amount of unnecessary
work is being undertaken and a large amonnt
of time being unnecessarily lost. T wonld
like to see that time and energy ulilised in
the interests of the civil population, hecanse
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the position of the housing in Western Aus
tralia is a deworalising and an unnecessary
insult. § think, too, that some of the people
who have gone into these houses and are pro-
tecting  themselves under the National
Security Regulations are over-doing it. The
reyulations were designed to protect people
against the vieious landlord and tc
strengthen them ngainst the unserupulous
agent, They might have done that, but they
have also encouraged people to tell the legiti-
mate owner of a house who wanted to re
occupy if that he could not do so. T sup
pose every member here has had a case of
that sort brought to his notice. The member
for West Porth knows a good deal about it

I suggest there is no alternative but
build houses. We can pass any Act we like
in this House in regard to the contro! of
vents, but there is no redress for what is
going on every week in front of the magis
trate exeept to provide necessary acecommo
dation. | understand that in New Zealanc
2,000 sites have already heen selected for the
erection of these houses in convenient posi
tions where lighting, water and transport are
nvailable, and that those sites will be filled n
quickly as possible, 1f New Zenland can d¢
it, ecan we not do the same? Are we suel
numbskulls that we wuost sit by and lef
these things happen to us when thev do nel
happen to people in other countries? Is

it that the New Zealand Governmeni
is a true Labour Government and
looks after the people, and that we

do not match up to it? If so, I hope we
shall follow the example of New Zealand
I do not know the nature of the legislatior
that is to be brought before us but I hope
it is along those lines. Fair rents do nol
matter. Houses that we do not possess can-
not be rented at all.

Again, why shonld not a honsing scheme
be extended to the farming community§ Iy
has always been a matter of amazement to
me to travel through the country, particu-
larly in Western Australia, and find that
the primary produeers who have created this
continent live for the most part in hovels.
Why should that be? Why should there
not be some comprehensive scheme whereby
houses are provided for men on the land
with practically the same amenities as those
enjoyed by people in the cities? Why should
a man go hundreds of miles into the eoun-
try to live in a hessian-bag shed hoping that
some day he will be able to pull down the
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hessian? He never does pull it down, It falls
down and he goes out. Al those things
need care and attention from us. Now that
the farmers have so emphstically voted for
the Commonwealth Labour Government I
hope the Government will be alive to its re-
sponsibilities, Perbaps it is that the people
in the country are showing their apprecia-
tion for what the Labour Government has
done for them.

Mr. Fox: Hear, hear!

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: For what has been
promised.

Mr. BERRY: No. For what has been
done. The Labour Government in Australia
should appreciate the gratitude of the coun-
try people. I have heard from time to time
that the reason the Labour Government
would do nothing for the farmer was that
the farmer would not back him. This time
the farmer has backed him by two to one.
Some of the most conservative centres of
Western Australia bave come forward and
voted for Labour. The onus of living up to
that is not on the farmers but on the Labour
Government. If the Labour Government
cannot accept that trust and give the farm-
¢rs the amenities they seek, need, and de-
serve, we shall see the same swing the other
way &t the next election. The responsibility
is entirely on the people the farming eom-
munity has actually put into power.

Mr. Fox: The first time they have ever
given them a chance!

Mr. BERRY: That has nothing to do
with it. It is & puerile interjection. The
fact remains that they have done it, and
that they have done it because they appre-
ciate what the Curtin Government did for
them in the last 24 months. What I am
trying to stress is that the Labour Govern-
menf will have to continue doing what it
has done, and more.

Mr. Fox: I agree with you.

Mr. BERRY: I repeat ‘my hope that in-
stead of going in for fair rents we shall
set about building more houses.

Mr. Fox: That is right.

Mr. BERRY: That is the only answer
to the problem. I would refer now to the
superphosphate position. There is a wave
of discord threughout the country regard-
ing the distribution of available supplies.
There has been & myriad of stories—prob-
ably mest of them myths—but we know
there is only a certain amount of super-
phosphate available. Because of the war
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we are prepared to agree to a fair ration-
ing. I suggest that the cure for the 30 lbs,
per acre which is to be issued next year is
to go away and get it. Without the slightest
compunction and with the least possible
amount of trouble the Germans took the can-
tilever system from Nauru and QOcean Island.
What is wrong with going and getting it
back? We will have to take a little more
trouble than they did, but let us retake these
islands. They should never have been lost.

Apart from that we have Tunisiz, a
country which is onc of the richest in supet-
phosphate in the world. Its percentage, I
think, is higher than anywhere else. At any
rate, its superphosphate is of a very high
pgrade.  Australia needs somecthing like
1,000,000 tons. I do not know how many
ships would be required to bring that amount
here from Tunisia; probably thirty or forty.
But even that could be done. Ships are
carrying munitions of war westward from
this ecountry, and it is no seeret that they are
returning in ballast, or laden only with odd
cargoes. I am actually veferring to the
Liberty ships. YWhy cannot they be diverted
from their destination to Egypt or Tunisia
in order to imcrease our supplies of super?
There is no reason at all if we would only
push for it, but 1 have come to the con-
clusion that we would not push our way out
of a wet bag. That is the only answer to
the super problem.

It is all very well to say to the Govern-
ment, “Will you plesse make a minimum
amount for each settler?” but if you have
10,000 or 11,000 farmers, and you give cach
of them eight tons of super out of a limit
of 110,000 or 114,000 tons, not mueh is left
over for other produets. The primary pro-
ducer would realise and understand that, but
the answer is—“If you are short of any-
thing, go and get more of it?” If the Com-
monwealth Government applied sufficient
pressure, ships eould actnally be diverted to
some of these countries. We cannot at the

.moment go to Ocean Island or Nauru, but

I think they eould be bombed and vetaken. I
would not be surprised to learn that there
are no more than 200 soldiers garrisoning
those places. This superphosphate question
is of immense importanee to Australia.
The next note 1 have is fisherics. About
12 months or so ago, as the Premier will re-
member, we were granted, I understand, a
sum of money from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment for the purchase of a vesearch
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tisheries vessel, and I was particularly in-
tevested in this. Because of the war exigen-
cies, presnmably, we could not get a boat
and as a result we have simply sat back and
done nothing. Today we have not a boat of
any sort and apparently are not making any
effort to get ove. The time has come for
us to look into this question. We moan about
the price of fish and say it is too high. The
veason is that the I[faliap fisherman is no
longer out fishing and our own professionals
are not quite as good or as diligent, but,
apart from that, the true story is that we
have not yet found where the fish are on
the coast of Western Australia. I have many
strange, but ecxceedingly nice, friends
amongst the fishing fraternity. X bave in
mind one who was for some time an in-
speetor. He is 2 man who has had years of
experience, One day when I was out with
him he assured me that, if we were to look
on the western edge of the continental shelf,
we woupld find schnapper,

Everyone knows that the schnapper come
in to spawn, but when they depart we do not
know where they go. As a result, we, in
our wisdom, set to work and snarc and trap
und catch these unfortunate ereatures before
and while they are spawning. That is
wicked. There can be only one answer to
such a course of action, namely, “No fish!”
That answer has come about. The war has
aided the fish a little beecause it has curtailed
fishing, but the fact remains that our waters
are very depleted seeing that we have not
gone to the trouble to find out where these
fish go. I am told that if a fisherman went
fifty miles off this eoast, in a small boat, and
reached the edge of the continental ghelf, he
would possibly find the schnapper, and that
there they could be eaught at a time when
they are not spawning. If that contention
is correct, it would mean that the spawning
grounds would be protected, which should
be done in any case, but under those
conditions there would he no excuse for not
doing so.  The young fish could then be
ellowed to grow and go out to the continen-
tal shelf whore they could be caught. Tf
the capture of the fish in our bays was pre-
vented hefore they spawned, the waters of
Western Australia would soon he restocked.
I believe that in the old days there were
tons of schnapper around our shores, but
they are not there now, It reminds me of
the story of the egret and its plume. This
nnfortunate bird produced, in the breeding
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season, a very attractive plume. Hundreds
of people with thoussnds of rounds of
ammunition went out to shoot these birds
off their mests. I have often seen nests
containing dead young birds, because some
silly eoot had shot the parent bird so as to
provide a plume for some vain woman in
one of the cities of the world, Vain women
are everywhere.

A fisheries research vessel is absolutely
necessary. I think also that there should
be appointed to it one of these old practieal
fishermen. We do not want too much
academy in this matter. It is of no use
sending out a lot of pamphlets to people
and saying, “Here is the picture of an
immature fish, Do not catch it.” Neither
should we say, “Here is a photograph of
something else and do not catch it because
it is not 12 inches long,” as human
nature is too selfish. I trust that we will
shortly hear that we bave a fisheries vessel.
There is no need to build one when tem-
porary expedients are available. At the
mouth of the river and at Coffee Point there
are boats lying idle and rotting which could
be used for this purpose. At Safety Bay
there is a small vessel whieh was  built
locally by two young fellows, It was ehar-
tered and fitted out by the Government to
go to the Abrolhos Islands to prospect the
superphosphate deposits there.  What is
wrong with hiving that boat and getting on
with the business?

Let us find out whether we have a fishing
industry here. I am inclined to think we
have, but it is not in the shallows along the
beaches. Let us find where these fish are.
I was told anthoritatively the other day, that
an aeroplane had reported, off Augusta, a
shoal of fish estimated to cover 60 square
miles. Why cannot we go after the busi-
ness properly$ If we want fish, we must
find out where they are and cateh them.
If we are going to let matters go idly on
snd say, “You may cateh herring or schnap-
per in their breeding seasons,” then we must
not moan about the price of fish, It is all
the resulé of our own fault. There should
be no moan about fish prices, and it is of
no use regulating them. It is just like the
other iwe problems of super and hous-
ing.  The answer to the fishing problem
is to see that our waters are stocked with
fish and, as legislators, that ia our duty.

While we are on the subject of industries
for the good of the State, I wish to stress
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what 1 consider to be a very finc accom-
plishment on the part of the Government,
namely, the building of wooden ships in
Western Australia.  The work that has
already been done is really amazing. I have
been fold that it is two months bebind sehe-
dule, but to my mind it iz not at.all in
arrears, ‘The manager, Mr. Arcus, should
be congratulated on his suceess and the fore-
man, Mr. Lawrence, is also deserving of
recognition. A few days age I had an oppor-
lunity of taking some of my friends to see
the work, people who had heen seeptical of
the scheme, and they were amazed to find
what has been done. I appreeiate the man-
ner in whieh the problem has been tackled
and handled. The work is well worth view-
mg and is a eredit to all who are responsible,

Members have heen supplied with copies
of the report of the Royal Commission on
delinguent yonths. Some time ago the
thought oeccurred to me that it might be
possible to tackle this problem by altering
our outlook. Instead of telling a refractory
boy that he is to be scnt to a reformatory,
we might well adopt the attitnde of asking
the boy what he would like to do. If we
gave him the choice of atfending the Guild.
ford Grammar School or being sent to a
reformatory, there is no doubt he would
choose the Guildford Grammar Sechool. I
believe that Mr. Kingsley Fairbridge was
imbued with a similar idea when he started
. his farm school scheme.

Why cannot we start a scheme under which
these delinquent youths, who are no more
delinquent than we were at their age, could
be asked whether they would ltke to be
trained as sailors on some of our idle pearl-
ing vessels? They could be offered the in-
ducement of studying in order to obtain
seeond mate's eertifientes and become officers
of merchant ships. Quite a number of
elderly mariners would be only too happy to
co-operate and give the boys what assistance
they need. Tn this way we could teach the
lads something” that would have a definite
value for them and he of use to the country.
T belicve that many of the boys wounld be will-
ing to come under such a sckeme and learn to
become sailors. So far all we have done is
to offer to put them on the land, bhut the
land is not attractive to everybody., T am
satisfied that something along the lines I
have indicated eould be done. Some of the
small ships in the river could be utilised for
this purpose instead of being allowed to lie
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there until, worm-caten, they sink to the
bottom.

Can we not make inquiries in England fo
aseertain how many orphans are available
with a view to bringing them to Australia
and, provided they are not too old, educat-
ing them?  There must be thousands of
orphans who could be dealt with in this
way. If they were edueated here, they would
grow up to become good Australians. TUn-
doubtedly a man’s country is the country of
his boyhood—the place where he played wag
from school and swam in the viver., Many
boys could he brought out to Australia and
trained to be useful and responsible eciti-
zens. I hope this matter will be given con-
sideration.

The subject of edueation is mentioned in
the Speech, and it is suggested that the
school-leaving age should be increased to 15
vears. To me even 15 years seems to bhe a
very early age at which to take a boy from
school and put him to a business. At the
same time I consider that any move to in-
crease the school-leaving age must be right.
While speaking of schools, I mainfain that
money must be made available to provide
hetter accommodation. In some of the
schools in the country districts the aceom-
modation is appalling, In the summer-time
the rooms are like ovens; in the the winter
they are like ice-boxes. Many of them have
no protection against the weather exeept
within the four miserable walls that consti-
tute a building almost as miserable as ope
could ever see. Yet, to ask for the provi-
sion of & shelter shed seems almost a sin
against proportion.

Mr. Sampson: Then there are those dread-
ful pavilion schools,

Mr. BERRY: Yes. Apparently, to ask
for any money for education is regarded as
a sin. Yet surely education is the basis of
the moral fibre of the race.  Without it
where would we be? Hitler showed its value
by taking the young pecple and training
them for war, and we all know what hap-
pened in Germany. The young people fol-
lowed him. We should give the young peo-
ple decent international education and train
them all for peace. I consider that educa-
tion iz probably the most important matter
we shall have to faee in relation to post-war
reeonstruction.

In this State a dental van was provided
to travel the country and cere for the child-
ren’s teeth and, although the arrangement
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was hedged with restrictions, the work done
by that van has met with the acelamation
of the people who enjoyed its activities. Yet
we have only one such van, and we are told
that there is not money to provide more.
We have not the money to enable the child-
ren’s teeth to be attended to; we have not
the money to safeguard the health of the
children and to provide adequately for their
education, but we have money for the pur-
poses of war and pleniy of it. I suggest
that there should be no hesitation on the
part of the Government abont increasing the
dental service, improving it where it needs
improving and extending it throughout the
Btate for the benefit of the children.

The children of today will be the men
and women of tomorrow. In fact we may
sav that our children are Awustralia. They
aure more 50 than we are, beeanse our lives

are more or less behind us while theirs are

ahead. We hear talk about bringing people
here to defend Australin,  Doubtless we
need them, but another way of helping to
defend Australia is to make the youngsters
who are already here fit and strong. This
could be done by increasing the care given
to childeen in the schools. True, some ad-
vancement has been made. Conditions in the
(iovernment schools are not as bad as
they were when 1 was a boy, bat
there is still room for improvement.
I would like to see a dental van in every
distriet. Bui the Minister says there is no
money. There is money, tons of it! Xt is
useless for anybody (o deny that fact. 1
insist that too much cannot possibly be done
for the benefit of the children who are the
future people of Australia.

There is a gencral request—or more than
a “request,” which is the polite werd—from
the ecountry districts that when the mortgage
bank becomes operative, so far as Western
Australia 15 concerned the institution had
better not be Jeft in the hands of our Agri-
cultural Bank. The farmers do not care who
handles the mortgage bank, so long as the
Agricultural Bank does not; and I quite
agree with them, The Agrienitural Bank has
already quite enough to handle. I hasten
to add that the treatment afforded to me
by that institution has invariably been most
courteous; but the general feeling through-
ont the country districts is that the Apri-
cultural Bank 'has enough to do leoking
after its own particular businesses without
alse looking after the mortgage bank. Now
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that the Commonwealth Government is such
a national Government, I hope the problem
of reducing interest to 24 per cent. will be
tackled. Probably there ought to be Com-
monwealth Bank branches operating through-
out the country distriets, for the mortgage
bank scheme. Let the mortgage bank, too,
provide money for seasonal ecredit, which
matier up to date has not even heen con-
sidered.

Mr. Marshall : Do you think the peaple are
going to get out of debt by the establish-
ment of mortgage banks{

Mr. BERRY: No. I do believe, however,
that mortgage banks ean help in regard to
interest rates, If the farmer is to be helped,
the problem of debt should be tackled gener-
ally, and not fiddled about with. If the
question of high rates of interest is to be
settled, settle the question of secured debis.
Don’t take off your hat cvery time you see
a banker. Probably the mortgage bank will
be an instrument wherchy the Associated
Banks will shed some of their doubtful ae-
counts. I have had the foor for the better
part of an hour, and I am very grateful to
members for their attention. 1 do hope that
the points I have raised will receive early
consideration. I trust we shall not eontinue
to dilly-dally. We go on for years and years
talking and talking! Even in wartime we
Lkave to indulge in endless talk before we
wake up. T thank the House for its atten-
tion.

MR. BILL (Atbany): I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.
Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

BILL—COMPANIES.
Restored to Notice Paper.

On motion by the Minister for Lands (for
the Minister for Justice} ordered:—

That this House, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Standing Orders relating to
lapsed Bitls, resume consideration of the Com-
panies Bill, and that the third reading of the
Bill be made an Order of the Day for the next
gitting of the House,

BILLS (6)—FIRST READING.

1, Criminal Code Amendment.

2, Electoral (War Time).
Introduced by the Minister for Lands
{for the Minister for Justice).
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3, Coal Mine Workers (Pensions).
4, Trade Unions Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Labour.
5, Mine Workers’ Relief Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.
6, Main Roads Act (Funds Approprie-
tion).
Introduced by the Minister for Lands
{for the Minister for Works).

House adjourned at 547 p.m.

Regislative Jouncil.
Wednesday, 25th August, 1943,

Questlon : School driving ullowunee, as to inﬂom
limit for participation ... "
Addresa -io-reply, sixth day ... e 108
: Compaules, Ir. ... .. 120

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and rcad prayers.

QUESTION—SCHOOL DRIVING
ALLOWANCE.

As to Income ILimit for Participation.

Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Chicf Sce-
retary: Will the Government econsider
abolishing the net income limit (£250 per
year) now in force thereby debarring
parents earning over that amount from par-
ticipating in the driving allowance—8d. per
day per child attending school when a horse
and sulky is provided, and 6d. per week when
a bieyele is provided ¥

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: No.
But the Government is considering raising
the income limit.

ADDRESS.-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [4.34]:
Before addressing myself to the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech, I would like to say how
thankfu! and grateful T am that the posi-
tion in which the Empire stands today
compared with that in which it was at our
last meeting is ever so much better, and
is such as to induce us to go forward
at an aecelerated pace.  Perhaps sooner
than most of us thought possible two
months ago, we shall have crushed the
ruthless enemy that has ereated such a ter-
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rible state of affairs in the world in general
and in our beloved Motherland in particular.
Permit me also to acknowledge the great
debt we owe to those who have made the
supreme sacrifice and to those others whe
have undergone great privations and saffer-
ings in order that we may remain a free
people, thus enabling us to carve out our
destiny in the way that demoeratic people
have every right to expeet.

I would further seek the privilege of com-
menting on the recent expression of publie
opinion throughout this Commonwealth and
congratulate the Labour Party on having
been returned to the National Parliament
with such a substantial majority. I take it
that that party will endenvour to put into
operation the plaiform to which it professes
to subseribe. Certainly, the new conditions
in the Federal sphere will be a great ad-
vancement on the uncertain state of affairs
that existed in the National Parliament sub-
sequent to the previous election as the re-
sult of which two Independents were re-
sponsible for the fate of the Ministry. The
Labonr Party nppears likely to have a
mejority in both Houses but, if it brings in
certain legislation which it has promised to
introduce, I think that those members of
this Chamber and another place who worked
so enthusiastically for the return of Labour
may live to regret that they displayed so
much enthusiasm in that direction, because J
nnderstand that one of the planks of the
Federal Labouwr Party’s political platform
seeks the abolition of State Parliaments and
also the Senate. However, whether that will
he done remains to be seen.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: The One Parliament
for Australia candidates did not receive much
support!

Hon. E. H. H  HALL: The first item in
the Lieut.-Governor's Speech to which I wish
to refer coneerns the very important mining
industry. I do not propose to touch on what
was once the great goldmining industry of
this State and the blow that was dealt it
by the Commonwealth Government. The
people have spoken and we must aceept their
verdiet, I do, however, want to say some-
thing about base metals becanse in North-
ampton, which i3 in the Central Province,
there are a number of mines which, as many
members know, have for years past been
producers of lead and copper. I have here
a letter from the Under Secretary for Mines
in which he advises me of 14 mines that are



